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SUBJ: PUBLIC STATEMENT BY CONG. DIGGS 

1 . CONG. DIGGS HELD PRESS CONFERENCE MORNING JAN 1 1 AT 
WHICH HE MADE OPENING STATEMENT AND DISTRIBUTED POSITION 
PAPER. TEXTS OF BOTH ARE BEING SENT SEPTELS. HE DESCRIBES HIS 
VIEWS GENERALLY OPPOSING USG POSITION ON ANGOLA. 

2. DURING QUESTION/ANSWER SESSION WITH OVER 100 NEWSMEN 
DIGGS WAS ASKED QUOTE DO YOU HAVE ANY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT 
PRESIDENT LORD OR SECRETARY KISSINGER HAS COMMUNICATED TO 
THE OAU SECRETARIAT THAT THE US WOULD ACCEPT AND RECOGNIZE 
ANY GOVERNMENT RECOGNIZED BY THE OAU INCLUDING THE MPLA? 

END QUOTE. DIGGS REPLIED QUOTE WELL, THE CONGRESSIONAL 

BLACK CAUCUS MET WITH THE UNDERSECRETARY, MR. SISCO, IN DECEMBER 
JUST A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO AND I POSED THAT QUESTION TO HIM. 

HIS EINAL ANSWER AFTER A LITTLE TONGUE SWALLOWING WAS THAT 
THE USG WOULD ACCEPT THE GOVERNMENT WHICH IS RECOGNIZED BY 
THE OAU. I THINK IT IS LOGICAL TO ASSUME THAT THE US WOULD 
ACCEPT THE COLLECTIVE JUDGMENT OE THE OAU. I DON'T THINK 
THEY WOULD HAVE ANY OTHER CHOICE. END QUOTE. ALL QUOTES ARE FROM 
TAPE RECORDING. 

3. PUBLIC EXPOSURE OE ALLEGED USG FALLBACK POSITION IS NOT 
HELPFUL TO USG INTERESTS. I HAVE TOLD DIGGS THAT IN ANSWERING 
QUESTIONS HERE I SHALL CONEINE MYSELE TO SAYING THAT I HAVE 
NO KNOWLEDGE OE WHAT MR. SISCO MAY HAVE TOLD CONG. DIGGS, 
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BUT THAT THE USG POSITION ON ANGOLA HAS PUBLICLY BEEN SET 
EORTH CLEARLY BY PRESIDENT EORD AND SECRETARY KISSINGER. DIGGS 
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SAID HE AGREED THIS IS APPROPRIATE RESPONSE EOR ME TO MAKE. 

DURING AN AMICABLE PRIVATE LUNCH WITH DIGGS TODAY I TOLD DIGGS THAT 
SPEAKING PERSONALLY I DID NOT THINK IT HELPEUL EOR HIM TO EXPOSE PUBLIC 
LY 

A CALLBACK POSITION OP THE USG. HE ANSWERED THAT HE DID NOT THINK IT 
WOULD COME AS ANY SURPRISE TO KNOWELDGEABLE AFRICANS. 

4. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHAT APRICAN REACTION WILL EMERGE. 

SOME APRICANS WILL PERHAPS SEE THIS AS EVIDENCE OP USG 

RESPECT EOR OAU DECISIONS, AND AS BEING IN LINE 

WITH USG ASSURANCES THAT WE ARE NOT AGAINST MPLA PER SE. 

PRIENDLY APRICANS WORKING HARD TO BLOCK RECOGNITION OF MPLA, 

HOWEVER, MAY BE DISHEARTENED. 

HUMMEL 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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